Effects of male literacy on family size: A cross sectional study conducted in Chakwal city.
To determine the effects of male education on family size, the desired family size, knowledge and use of contraception and opinion about female education. The cross-sectional study was carried out in Chakwal city, Punjab, Pakistan, from June to October 2009. A pre-tested questionnaire was used for data collection. The respondents were males and data on their demographics, age at marriage, actual and desired family size, knowledge about methods of contraception, and opinion about female education was collected. SPSS 15 was used for statistical analysis. Out of the 178 respondents, 52(29.2%) were illiterate and 126(70.8%) were educated. Among the educated, 97(77%) were in favour of small families compared to only 10(19.2%) of the uneducated males (p< 0.001). Besides, 118 (93.6%) educated males were aware of any method of contraception. The most important source of awareness was television 45(37.8%) followed by lady health visitors 40(33.9%). Among the respondents, 38(21.3%) were not using any contraceptive method because they considered it unIslamic, 16(9.1%) had fear of side effects, 57(32.0%) were desirous of large families, while 67(37.6%) had other reasons, like trying to conceive. Among the uneducated males, 17(32.7%) didn't discuss any family planning issue with their wives compared to 14(11.3%) of educated males (p< 0.001). Educational status of the males had an effect on the desired family size, contraceptive use and views in favour of female education.